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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The remarks and amendment filed 1 0/1 3/2006 are entered and fully considered. 

2. Claims 1-3 are presented. 

a. Claims 1-3 are amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lille, 
U.S. Patent No. 6,725,526 B2. 

Lille teaches a suspension assembly with a base, formed from silicon wafer 
(stiffener layer), a sacrificial layer (cushion layer), which is less stiff than the silicon 
wafer and subsequently formed over the silicon wafer. The silicon wafer may include 
. silicon rubber. The assembly may also include a photoresist layer comprising 
elastomeric polydimethylsiloxane (transfer layer). 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1 0/1 3/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

6. Applicant argues that the Lillie reference teaches a photoresist that is patterned 
in situ. Further, that the Lillie reference does not teach or suggest the use of a pad with 
a layer of polydimethylsiloxane to apply liquid photoresist to a surface. 

7. Applicant is directed to column 2, lines 38-46 wherein Lillie one embodiment 
comprising forming a suspension assembly with a sacrificial layer formed over a 
substrate, a transfer film layer and a photoresist layer. Column 4, line 27 shows that the 
substrate is a silicon wafer. Further, Lillie teaches that a transfer film layer of 
polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) is formed on the substrate (column 4, line 58-61). This 
structure meets the limitations of applicant's instant invention as claimed. The 
amendment of claims 1-3 do not add any positive limitations to the claims. The addition 
of the limitation of the transfer layer, "for receiving a coating of photoresist in liquid form 
and applying the coating of photoresist in liquid form to a surface" is a process 
limitation. Applicant only claims a product (a pad) in instant claims 1-3. In addition, 
whether the patterned photoresist is formed in situ or not is not relevant to the product 
claims recited in applicant's invention. Therefore, the rejection is maintained. 
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Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Connie P. Johnson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7758. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-4:00pm Monday thru 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on 571-272-1526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Connie P. Jo6nson 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1752 






